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1 . [El This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 30 August 2004 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-2. 5-6. 8-9. and 11-12 now renumbered as 1-8 respectively . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 07 March 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . The examiner acknowledges the applicant's submission of Amendment for Application 
No. 10/092,306 dated on 30 August 2004. At this point, claims 3-4, 7, and 10 have been 
cancelled; claims 1, 5, 8, and 1 1-12 have been amended. There are 8 claims pending in the 
application; there are 5 independent claims and 3 dependent claims, all of which are ready for 
reconsideration by the examiner. 

Examiner 9 s Amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Attorney J. Randall Beckers (Reg. No. 30,358) on 20 September 2004 at 1 1 :20 am ET. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 11. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a semaphore in a system 
including at least one processor and a bus-arbitration control circuit, comprising: 

asserting a control signal when the processor performs a read access to a semaphore 
address; 

said bus-arbitration control circuit receiving a signal indicative of a bus-arbitration 
request, the control signal, and a chip enable signal output from the processor; 
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negating the control signal when the processor performs a write access to the semaphore 
address, and a right to use a bus give to the processor is not relinquished in response to the bus 
arbitration request supplied from an external source during an asserted state of the control 
signal; and 

said bus-arbitration control circuit operating not to assert a bus-arbitration- 
acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request signal regardless of a state of the 
chip enable signal when the control signal is in the asserted state, operating not to assert the 
bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request signal when the 
chip enable signal is in an asserted state and the control signal is in a negated state, and 
operating to assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration 
request signal when the chip enable signal is in a negated state and the control signal is in the 
negated state 



Allowable Subject Matter 
3. Claims 1-2, 5-5, 8-9, and 1 1-12 are allowed. 



4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claim 1 is allowable for the combination including the limitation of 
"a bus-arbitration control circuit which receives a signal indicative of a bus- 
arbitration request, the control signal, and a chip enable signal output from the processor; 
and 
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said bus-arbitration control circuit operating not to assert a bus-arbitration- 
acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request signal regardless of a state of 
the chip enable signal when the control signal is in the asserted state, operating not to 
assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request 
signal when the chip enable signal is in an asserted state and the control signal is in a 
negated state, and operating to assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to 
the bus-arbitration request signal when the chip enable signal is in a negated state and the 
control signal is in the negated state." 

Claim 5 is allowable for the combination including the limitation of 
"a bus-arbitration control circuit which receives a signal indicative of a bus- 
arbitration request, the control signal, and a chip enable signal output from the processor; 
and 

said bus-arbitration control circuit operating not to assert a bus-arbitration- 
acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request signal regardless of a state of 
the chip enable signal when the control signal is in the asserted state, operating not to 
assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request 
signal when the chip enable signal is in an asserted state and the control signal is in a 
negated state, and operating to assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to 
the bus-arbitration request signal when the chip enable signal is in a negated state and the 
control signal is in the negated state." 



Application/Control Number: 10/092,306 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2187 

Claim 8 is allowable for the combination including the limitation of 
"a bus-arbitration control circuit which receives a signal indicative of a bus- 
arbitration request, the control signal, and a chip enable signal output from the processor 

said bus-arbitration control circuit operating not to assert a bus-arbitration- 
acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request signal regardless of a state of 
the chip enable signal when the control signal is in the asserted state, operating not to 
assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request 
signal when the chip enable signal is in an asserted state and the control signal is in a 
negated state, and operating to assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to 
the bus-arbitration request signal when the chip enable signal is in a negated state and the 
control signal is in the negated state." 

Claim 1 1 is allowable for the combination including the limitation of 
"receiving a signal indicative of a bus-arbitration request, the control signal, and a 
chip enable signal output from the processor; and 

said bus-arbitration control circuit operating not to assert a bus-arbitration- 
acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request signal regardless of a state of 
the chip enable signal when the control signal is in the asserted state, operating not to 
assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request 
signal when the chip enable signal is in an asserted state and the control signal is in a 
negated state, and operating to assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to 
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the bus-arbitration request signal when the chip enable signal is in a negated state and the 
control signal is in the negated state." 

Claim 12 is allowable for the combination including the limitation of 
"a bus-arbitration control circuit which receives a signal indicative of a bus- 
arbitration request, the control signal, and a chip enable signal output from the processor; 
and 

where said bus-arbitration control circuit operating not to assert a bus-arbitration- 
acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request signal regardless of a state of 
the chip enable signal when the control signal is in the asserted state, operating not to 
assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to the bus-arbitration request 
signal when the chip enable signal is in an asserted state and the control signal is in a 
negated state, and operating to assert the bus-arbitration-acknowledge signal in response to 
the bus-arbitration request signal when the chip enable signal is in a negated state and the 
control signal is in the negated state." 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Bao Q Truong whose telephone number is (703) 308-7090. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:00 AM to 3:00 PM (ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald A Sparks, can be reached on (703) 308-1756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is CZQ3) 305-3900. 




BT 




Patent Examiner 



Supervisory Patent Examiner 



20 September 2004 



Technology Center 2100 



